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INTRODUCTION

¥.th "Haasiana" we are starting a new Newsletter, dedicated to
“=forming you about the Scientific Collections of Natural
#istory in Israel.

We thought it appropriate to remember with our title, the
“2le which the late Professor Emeritus Georg Haas played in
=scablishing the rich mollusk and paleontology collections at
“%= Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Professor Haas was an
== nent and enthusiastic teacher of Zoology and many
“o_leagues recall his provocative and inspiring lectures.

Since the brochure in 1985 describing the "Israel
#=Zional Collections of Natural History" (I. Ferber, Israel
“=-ional Academy of Sciences and Humanities, Jerusalem), there
“=s been no published information about our activities.

"E iana" should provide updated information on the

ctions at the Hebrew University. In the past decade, our
“ollections maintained more or less their level of activity,
~-t last year, new and more consistent funding was obtained,
#cincipally for the computerized data bank of the collections:

The Newsletter presents the Biannual Report (1993-1994)

“- the Collections in Jerusalem, the detailed presentation of
“2= collections of Micropaleontology and the list of type

=cimens of species of Acari described by Michael Costa, part
e recently acquired Costa collection deposited in the
=rtebrate section, and a list of Polychaeta along the
= T coast. Within the different section reports, we present
=0 in a "newsletter style", various items of actuality.
f.m2lly, we see an added importance for our Newsletter in this
“=w =ra of cooperation between the neighboring countries of
“2= Middle East. Our collections, which span nearly 70 years
“f regional documentation, provide essential base-line
~“Zormation for future environmental management projects which
= on the agendas of the new political development. Exchange
xnowledge, training and joint collecting enterprises are
S22V, as never before, a concrete possibility.

F.D. Por









